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may render the air fluid, the water liquid, and

the earth penetrable, might it not have been

given to the terrestrial globe alone? Does ana

logy permit us to doubt that the other planets

(10 not likewise contain a quantity of heat,

which belongs to them alone, and which must

render them capable ofreceiving and support

ing living nature? Is it not greater and more

worthy the ideawe ought to haveofthe Creator,

to suppose that there every where exists beings

vho acknowledge his power and celebrate lis

glory, than to depopulate all the universe, ex

cepting the earth, and to despoil it of all be-.

ings, by reducing it to a profound solitude, in

which we should only find a desart space, and

frightful masses ofinanimate matter.

Since the heat of the sun is so small on the

earth, and other planets, it is necessary that

they should possess a heat beloging solely to

themselves, and our enquiry must be to see

whence this heat proceeds which alone can

constitute in them this clement, of fire. Now

'where shall we be able to discover this great

quantity of heat if it be not in the source itself,

in the sun alone? for the matter of which the

planets have been formed and prq'jectcd by a

like impulsion will have preserved their nio

lion in the same direction, and their heat in
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