
NATURAL HISTORY.

reserved to himself alone; the power of

creating and annihilating are his peculiar at

tributes; while that of changing, destroying,

unfolding, renewing, and producing, are th

only privileges he has conferred on this or any

other agent. Nature, the minister of his irre

ocab1e commands,thedepositary ofhis i,ninu

table decrees, never deviates from the laws he

has prescribed to her; she never changes any

part of his original plan, but in all her opera

tions she exhibits the will and design of the

eternal Lord of the universe. This grand de

sign, this unalterable impression of all exist

"cnce, is the model upon which she invariably

acts; a model of which all the features are, so

strongly impressed, that they can never be

tTaccd ; a model which the infinite number

of copies, instead of impairing, only serve to

renew.

\e may therefore affirm that every thing

ia been created, but iioLb ing annihilated ;

.Nture acfs between the two without ever

ieadt ing either the one o (lie other. It is in.

SO1X pf)iUtS of this vast Space. which she has

fifled and traversed from the beginning ofages,

that we must endeavour to lay hold of her to

briw. her into view.

Whatan infinity ofobjects, coniprehendiiig

an iufinfty of in, which would have becre

re :i1c< I
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