
54 it jrroc's

it is evdent, therefore, that every species i

subject to lnriiv)dual hiferences, but that each

o'thein does not equally possess the constant

varieties which are perpeuafed ihrough succes

sivegenera HrnS; the more dignified thespecies,

the less changeable is its figure, and the less are

the varieties of it. The multiplication of ani

mals being inversely in proportion to their

n'agnitude, as the possibility of variation must

be in exact proportion to the numbers they

produce, there consequently must be more va

rieties among the small than thelarge animals ;

and also, for the same reason, there iIl be a

greater number of species which seem to ap

proach each other; for the unity of the spe

cies in the large animals is more fixed, and the

nature of their separation more extended.

What a number of various and similar spe

cies surround those of the squirrel, the rat,

and other small quadrupeds, while the massy

elephant stands alone, without a compeer,

and at the head of the whole.

The brhte matter, of which the body

of the earh is principally composed, is

a substance that has not undergone many

alterations, though The whole has more

than once been disturbed and put in mo-

tion.
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