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12 BUFFON’s

1700 by Dampier, and which is the 4th or
sth degree in the south latitude, the ocean ap-
pears to have washed away part of the land on
these coasts for upwards of 400 leagues, and
consequently the castern bounds of the old con-
tinent formerly extended much farther than at
present 3 for it is remarkable, that New Britain
and Kamtschatka, which are the most projecting
lands towards the east, are under the same me-
ridian.  All countries have their greatest extent
from north to south. Kamtschatka reaches at
least 160 leagues from north to south, and that
point which is washed by the Pacific Sea on the
east, and on the other by the mediterranean sea
above mentioned, i1s divided in the direction
from north to south by a chain of mountains. -
After these the lands of Jesso and Japan form
another extent of land, whose direction is also
north and south, extending upwards of 400
leagucs, between the Great Sea and that of
Corca. The chain of mountains of Jesso, and
of Japan, cannot fail of being directed from
north to south, since these lands, which are 400
leagues in this direction, are not more than 5o
or 60 from east to west. 'Therefore the lands
of Kamtschatka, Jesso, and the eastern part of
Japan, must be regarded as contiguous, and di-
rected
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