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straits, asserted that all the coasts of Arabia were

very red, and that the sand and dust which the

wind carries into the sea, tinged the water ofthe

same colour.

"D. Jean, who examined the nature of the

water, and the qualities of the coasts as far as

Suez, asserts, that far from being naturally red,

the water is of the same colour as in other seas,

and that the sand and the dust having nothing
red in themselves could not give this tinge to

the water. The earth of both countries, lie

says, is generally brown; it is even black in

some places, and in others white. On the coasts

of Suaquem,"where the Portuguese had not

penetrated, he saw three mountains streaked

with red, but they were of a very hard rock,

and the neighbouring country was of the com

mon colour.

" The truth is, that this sea is throughout

of an uniform colour, which is easy to be de

monstrated; but it must also be owned, that in

some parts it appears to be red through chance,

and in others green and white; the explanation

of which phenomena is as follows: From

Suaquem to Kossir, that is, for the space of 136

leagues, the sea is filled with shoals and rocks

of coral; this name is given to them, by reason

that
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