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NATURAL HISTORY. 28

often execute his orders with facility, without
the sea being higher than the stomach at more
than half a league from the rocks. The greatest
part of the stones and pebbles they drew up, in
those parts where the water appeared red, was
also of that colour: in the water which appear-
ed green, the stones were green, and if the wa-
ter appeared white, the bottom was white sand,
without any other mixture.”

The direction of the coast of the Red Sea,
from Cape Gordafu to the Cape of Good Hope,
is pretty equal 3 in the course of which there
are no bays, excepting an arm on the coast of
Melinda, that might be supposed as belonging
to a large one provided the island of Madagascar
joined the continent, which most probalily was
formerly the case, notwithstanding it is now
divided by the straits of Mosambique. The
coast bears the same direction from the Cape of
Good Hope to Cape Negro on the west side of
Africa; it has the appearance of being a chain
of high mountains, extends about 5oo leagues,
but contains scarcely any rivers of importance.
Beyond Cape Negro however the land is much
lower, and is supplied by several considerable
rivers beside the Coanza and the Zaire; and

between that and Cape Gonsalvez, which is
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