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From Terra del Fuega, all along the western

coast of South America, the ocean very consi

derably penetrates into the land; and this coast

seems exactly to follow the direction of the

lofty mountains which cross all South America,

from south to north, from the equator to the

Arctic Pole. Near the equator the ocear

forms a considerable, guiph, beginning at Cape

St. Francois, and reaching as far as Panama,

the famous isthmus, which, like that of Suez,

prevents the communication of the two seas,

and without which there would be an entire se

paration of the old and new continents. From

thence to California there is nothing remark

able. Between the latter and New Mexico

an arm branches off, called Vermilion Sea, at

least 200 leagues in length. In short, the

western coasts of California have been followed

to the 434 degree, at which latitude Drake,

who was the first that made the discovery of

the land to the north of California; and who

called it New Albion, was obliged, through.
excessive cold, to change his course, and to an

chor in a small bay which bears his name, so

that these countries have not been discovered

beyond the 43(1 and'44th degree, any more than

the land of NQrth America beyond Moo

zemlki
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