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the sea. In general the depths in great seas,

as we have already observed, increase ropor

tionably to their distance from shore. By Mr.

Buache's chart of that part of the ocean be

tween the coasts of Africa and America, and

by the divisions he has given of the sea from

Cape Tagrin, to Rio-Grande, there appears to

be similar inequalities in the ocean to those on

land. That the Aibroihos,. where there are

some rocks at the surface of the water, are

only the tops of very large and lofty moun

tains, of which Dolphin island is one of the

highest peaks. That the islands of Cape de

Verd are also the tops of mountains; that there

are a great number of shoals in the sea, which

round the Aibroihos descends even to unknown

depths.

With repct to the quality of the different

soils which form the bottom of the sea, as w

must rely on divers and the plumb, we can say

nothing exa 'or precise concerning it; we

only know that there are parts covered with

mud to a considerable thickness, on which

anchors have no hold; in these parts probably

the mud of rivers are deposited. In other

parts are sands similar to those on land. In

others are shells, heaped up together, madre

L z pores,
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