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The principal currents of the ocean are

those observed in the Atlantic Sea, near Guinea.

They extend from Cape Verd to the Bay of

Fernandes. Their motion is from west to

east; that is contrary to the general motion of

the sea. These currents are so rapid that vessels

sail in two days from Moura to Rio de Benin,

a course of igo leagues; but they require six

or seven weeks to return; nor would it be pos

sible to get out of these climates if advantage

was not taken of the tempestuous winds which

suddenly rise in them; but there are entire

seasons during which vessels cannot stir, the sea

being continually calm, excepting what arises

from the currents, which is always directed

towards the coasts, and never extend more

than o leagues from shore. Near Sumatra

there are rapid currents, which flow from south

to north, and which probably formed the guiph

at Malacca. There are also considerable cur

rents between Java and Magellan, the Cape
of Good Hope, and the island of Madagascar,

especially on the coast of Africa, between

Natal and the Cape. In the Pacific Sea, on

the coast of. Peru, and the rest of America,

the sea moves from south to north, and a south

wind continually blowing there seems to be

the
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