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the cause. The like motion is observed on the
coasts of Brazil; from Cape St. Augustine to
the Antilles; from the mouth of the Manilla
strait to the Philippine islands ; and in the port
of Kubuxiu at Japan*,

There are violent currents in the sea adjacent
to the Maldivian islands; and between those
islands these currents flow, as already observed,
constantly for six months from- east to west,
and during the other six months they follow
the direction of the monsoons, and it is probable
they are produced by those winds.

We speak here only of currents, whose ex-
tent and rapidity are very considerable, for in
every sea there are an infinity of currents,
though of no great importance. The flux
and reflux, the winds, and all other causes
which agitate the waters, produce currents,
more or less perceptible, in different parts.
'We have observed that the bottom of the
sea, like the surface of the earth, is over-
spread with mountains intersected with in-
equaiities and divided by banks of sand. In all
mountainous places currents will be violent;
in all places where the bottom of the sea is
level they will be almost imperceptible; the

M2 rapidity
* See Varen, Geography, page 140,
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