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lofty buildings; and its most violent action is

at the top of these structures or mountains, for

air being compressed by these obstacles, -its den

sity and mass becomes increased, and as the ve

locity remains, the force or momentum of the

wind naturally becomes much stronger. This

is the cause that near a church or castle the

winds seem to be stronger than at a distance

from them. I have often remarked, that the

wind reflected from a lone building is more

violent than the direct wind which produced it.

This can only be occasioned by the impelled

air being compressed against the building, and

by that means adds to its force.

The density of the air being greatest at the

surface ofthe earth, we might be led to imagine
that the greatest action of the wind should be

there also; and I indeed think this is really the

case when the sky is serene; but when it is

covered with clouds, the most violent action of

the wind is at the height of these clouds, which

generally fall in rain or snow. The strength
of the wind, therefore, must be estimated, not

only by the velocity, but also by the density of

the air; for it will often happen that one wind,

which shall have no more velocity than another,

will, nevertheless, root up trees -and overturn

buildings,
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