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long island in the vicinage of Amboyna, they

have winter in the northern part, and summer

at the same time in the southern, and the inter

val that divides the two seasons i not above

three or four leagues.

In. Egypt they have a south wind in sum

mer, so hot as to prevent respiration, and

raises such great quantities ofsand, that the sky

seems covered with thick clouds; this sand is

so fine, and driven with such force, that it pe

netrates even into the closest chests. When

these winds last many days they cause epide

mical diseases, which are often followed by a

great mortality. It seldom rains in Egypt,

nevertheless every year there are some days of

rain in the months of December, January, and

February. Thick mists are more frequent

there than rain, especially in the environs of

Cairo; these mists begin in November, and

continue all' the winter; and during the whole

year there falls so plentiful a dew, even when

the sky is serene, that it might be taken for a

slight rain.

In Persia winter begins in November and

lasts till March: the cold is intense enough to

form ice: much snow falls on the mountains,

arid often a little in the plains. From March
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