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which is thrown out is certainly rain water,

which penetrates through the fissure, and col

lects in the cavities of the mountains. Rills and

rivulets flow from those containing volcanos as

well as other lofty mountains, and as they are

hollow, and have been more shaken, it is not

astonishing that the water collects in their ca

verns in their internal part, and that these

waters are thrown out in the, time of eruptis

with other matters. With respect to the motion

of the sea, it proceeds solely from the shock

communicated to the waters by the explosion,

which causes them to advance or retreat accord

ing to different circumstances.

The matters which volcanos generally throw

out, come forth in the form of a torrent of

melted minerals, which inundates all the en

virons of those mountains; these rivers of ii

quified matters extend to considerable distances,

and in cooling form horizontal or inclined

strata, which for position are like the strata,

formed by the sediment left by the waters: but

it is very easy to distinguish the one from the

other. First, because strata of lava are not

throughout of an equal thickness: secondly,

because they contain only matters which have

evidently been calcined, vitrified, or melted;

and
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