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NATURAL HISTORY. 169

This Being left bare will have been still worn
by the injuries of the air, the frost will have
loosened the large and small parts, which of
course have rolled to the bottom. The rocks;
at the base of the summit, being left bare, and
no longer supported by the eatth which sur-
rounded them, will have given way a little, and
by dividing one from the other formed small
intervals. 'This separation of the lower rocks
could not be made without communicating a
greater motion to the upper. By this means
the nucleus of the mountain would be divided
into an infinity of Iperpendicular clefts, from
the summit to the base of the lower rocks;
the rain will have penetrated into all these
clefts, and loosened, in the inside of the moun-
tain, all the mineral parts and other matters
that it could carry away or dissolve ; they will
have formed pyrites and other combustible
matters, and when by length of time these
matters were accumulated in great quantities,
they fermented, and by inflaming produced
explosions and other effects of volcanos ; per-
haps likewise, within the mountains, there
were masses of these mineral matters already
formed before the rain could penetrate therein ;
in that case, as soon as holes and clefts were
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