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nor by any subterraneous explosion, but that

they were formerly hid under the water, which

loweriiig left them uncovered. Delos had the

name of Pelagia given to it, from having for

merly belonged to the sea. Whether the origin

of these thirteen islands is to be attributed tQ

the action of subterraneous fires, or to some

other cause which might occasion a sinking of

the water in the Mediterranean, is uncertain.

But Pliny relates, that the island Hiera, near

Therasia, had been formed of ferruginous

masses, and earth thrown from the bottom of

the sea; and in chapter 89, he speaks of other

islands formed in the like manner; but on this

subject we have more clear and certain facts of

later date.

On the 23d of May 1707, at the sun's

rising, there was seen, at some little distance

from the island of Therasia, or Santorini,

something like a floting rock in the sea; some

persons, to satisfy their curiosity, went towards

it, and found it a shoal which had issued from

the bottom of the sea; it increased under their

feet, and they brought with them the pumice

stone and oysters, which the rock still had at

tached to its surface. There was a slight

carthquake at Santorini two days before this

shoal
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