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NATURAL HISTORY. B &7

new island near Santorini, which could not be
any great depth, since oysters were found at-
tached to the rocks which rose above the
water. It appears also that marine-volcanos
have, like those of the land, subterraneous
communications, since the summit of the vol-
cano of St. George, in the island Peak, sunk at
the time the new island among the Azores arose.
It must also be observed, that these new islands
never appear but near the old ones, and that
we have no example of new islands in the high
seas; we must therefore look on theth as a
continuation of the adjacent islands ; and when
ancient islands have volcanos, it is not astonish-
ing that the ground adjacent should contain
matters proper to form them, and which in-
flame, either by fermentation alone, or by the
action of subterraneous winds.

Islands produced by the action of fire and
earthquakes are but few, but there are an in-
finite number produced by the mud, sand, and
earth, which the rivers or the sea transport
into different places. At the mouth of rivers
earth and sand accumulate in such quantities
as to form islands of a moderate extent. The
sea; retiring from certain coasts, leaves the
highest parts of the bottom naked, which
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