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184 . BUFFON’s

to crawl on our hands and knees, or slide on oy
back, the length of a large rock, and then de-
scend by aladder. "When we are at the bottom
of the ladder, we still have to stumble over
pieces of rocks for some time, and then we reach
the celebrated grotto. It is computed to be
three hundred fathoms deep from the surface
of the earth, appears to be forty fathoms high
by fifty broad. It is filled with large beautiful
stalactites of various forms, as well from the
roof of the vault as on the bottom,*

In part of Greece called Livadia (the Achaia
of the ancients) there is a large cavern in a
mountain which was formerly famous for the
oracles of Trophonius ; it is between the lake
Lividia and the adjacent sea; at the nearest part
it is about forty miles; and there are forty sub-
terraneous passages across the rock, through
which the waters flow.T

In all countries which produce sulphur,
volcanos, and earthquakes, there are. caverns.
The ground of most of the Archipelago islands
is cavernous ; the islands of the Indian ocean,
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* See the Voyage de Levant, page 188, and also Remarks
in a Journey from Paris to Constantinople, which contains
a copious description of this astonishing phenomenon.

t See Gordon’s Geography, 1733, page 179,
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