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nd earth from the Rhine, Maese, &c. for it

was formerly computed that the ground of

Holland was, in many places, 50 feet lower

than the bottom of the sea.

It is asserted, that in the year 6o, a furious

tempest drove on the coast so great a quantity

ofsand that it shut up the mouth of the Rhine,

near the Cat, and that this river inundated the

whole country, tore up trees and houses, and,

at last, emptied itself into the channel of the

Macsc. In 1421 another inundation separated

the town of Dordrecht from the main land,

submerged '72 villages, many castles, and

drowned ioo,ooo souls- beside a great num

ber of cattle. The dyke of Yssel was broken

in 1638 by the ice brought down by the

Rhine, which, having shut up the passage of

the water, made an opening of some fathoms,

and a great part of the province was over

flowed before the breach could be repaired.
In i68z there was a similar inundation in the

province of Zealand, which destroyed. upwards
of 30 villages, and drowned a considerable

number of people and cattle, from their being

surprised by the waters in the night. It was

a fortunate circumstance for Holland that a

south
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