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in downs as in the hills composed ofmarble and

hard stone, but are more or less inclined, as in

the hills of Naffiac, whereas in the hills and

mountains, formed under the water by the

sediment of the sea, the strata are always

parallel, and very often horizontal, and the

shells and other marble are entirely petrified.

I have no doubt of proving that marble and

other calcinable matters, which are almost all

composed of madrepores, astroites, and shells,

have acquired their hardness and perfection

at the bottom of the sea; on the contrary,

gravel, soft - stones, incrustations, stalactites,

&c. which are also calcinable and found in the

earth, and formed since our continent has been

discovered, cannot acquire this degree of hard

ness and petrifaction which marble or hard

stones have.

In the history of the French Academy for

1708., may be seen the observations of Saul

mon, on the subject of the galets found in many

places. These gakts are round and flat flints

very smooth, and which are cast on the shores

by the sea. At Bayeux, and at Prutel, which are

a league from the sea, we find them in digging
wells or pits. The mountains of Bonneuil,

Broie, and Quesny, which. are eighteen leagues
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