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from the sea, are all covered with galets; they

are also found in the valley of Clermont in

Beauvois. M. Saulmon likewise relates, that

a hole, 16 feet deep, was bored horizontally

into the beach of Tresport, which is soft earth,

and that it entirely disappeared in 30 years:

so that if the sea always encroaches alike, it

would gain halfa league in 12,000 years.

The motions of the sea are therefore the

principal causes of the alterations which have

happened, and which daily happen on the

surface of the globe. But there are many

other causes, which, though less considerable,

contribute to those changes. Running waters,

rivers, streams, the melting of snow, torrents,

frosts, &c. have occasioned many changes;

the rains have diminished the height of moun

tains ; rivers and rivulets have raised plains, and

stopped up the sea at their mouths; the melting

of snow, and torrents, have dug hollows in

vallies; and the frosts have split rocks and sepa

rated them from their former stations. We

might quote an infinity of examples on the

alterations these causes have occasioned. Va..

renius says, that rivers convey into the sea

great quantities of earth, which they deposit at

a greater or less distance from the coasts, ac

cording
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