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or plant, and consequently that reproduction, or

generation, is only a change of form made by
the addition of these resembling parts alone; and

that death or dissolution is nothing more than a

separation of the same particles. Of the truth

of this we apprehend there will not remain a

doubt, after reading the proofs we shall give in

the following chapters. Besides, if we reflect

on the manner in which trees grow, and consi

der how so considerable a volume can arise from

so small an origin, we shall be convinced that it

proceeds from the simple addition of small re

sembling organized particles. A grain produces

a young tree, which it contained in miniature.

At the summit ofthis small tree a bud is formed,

which contains the young tree for the succeed

ing year, and this bud is an organic part, re

sembling the young tree of the first year's

growth. A similar bud appears the second year,

containing a tree for the third; and thus, succes

sively, as long as the tree continues growing, at

the extremity of each branch new buds will

form, containing young- trees like that of the

first year. Thus, it is evident, that trees are

composed of small organized bodies, similar to

themselves, and that thewhole individual is form

ed by the union of small resembling individuals.
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