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gress to infinity, and forms, of each individual, a
source of eternal generations. The first seed,
in that case, must have contained every plant of
its kind which have existed or ever will exist
and the furst man must actually and individually
have contained in his loins every man which has
or will appear on the face of the earth. Each
seed, and each animal, :igrecable to this opinion,
must have possessed within an infinite posterity.
But the more we suffer ourselves to wander into
these kind of reasonings, the more we lose the
sight of truth in the labyrinth of infinity; and
instead of clearing up and solving the question,

 we confuse and involve it in more obscurity ; it
is placing the object out of sight, and afterwards
saying it is impossible to see it.

Let us investigate a little these ideas of infi-
nite progression and expansion. From whence
do they arise? 'What do they represent ? The
ideas of infinity can only spring from an idea of
that which is limited, for it is in that manner
we have an.idea of an infinity of succession, a
geometrical infinity : each individual is an unit,
many individuals compose a finite number, and
the whole species is the infinite multitude. Thus
in the same manner as a geometrical infinity
may be demonstrated not to exist, so-we may be

assured
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