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NATURAL HISTORY. 307

" not having any superfluous parts, consequently
are incapable of reproduction.

This explanation of nutrition and repro-
duction will not probably be received by those
who admit but of a certain number of me-
chanical principles, and reject all which do
not depend on them; and as what has been
said of nutrition and expansion comes under
the latter description, they will possibly treat
it as unworthy dependance. But I am quite of
a different opinion from these philesophers;
for it appears to me that, by admitting only
a certain number of ‘mechanical principles,
they do not see how greatly they contract the
bounds of philosophy, and that for one phe-
nomenon that can be explained by a system so
confined, a thousand would be found exceeding
its limits. |

The idea of explaining every phenomenon
in nature by mechanical principles was cer-
tainly a great and beautiful exertion, and which
Descartes first attempted. But this idea is only a
project, and if properly founded, have we the
means of performing it? These mechanical
principles are the extent of matter, its impe-
petrability, its motion, its external figure, its

"~ Rr2 = divisibility,
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