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duces its resemblance, it is easy to deduce the

explanation of the reproduction from ex-

pansion and nutrition.

But how shall we apply this mode of rea

soning to the generation of man and animals

distinguished by sexes, and where the con

currence of two individuals is required? We

understand, by what has just been advanced,

how each individual can produce its like; but

we do not conceive how a male and a female

produces a third.

Before I answer this question, I cannot avoid

observing, that all those who have written upon

this subject have confined their systems to the

generation of man and animals, without pay

ing any attention to other kinds of generation

which Nature presents us with, and reproduc

tion in general; and as the generation of man

and, animals is the most complicated of all

kinds, their researches have been attended

with great disadvantages, not only by attacking

the most difficult point, but also by having no

subject of comparison, from, which they could

-draw a solution of the question. To this it is

that I principally attribute the little success

oftheir labours; but by the road I have taken

we may arrive at the explanation of the phe-

nomena.
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