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fluid extract of the male, when mixed with

that of the female, the similar particles, pos

sessing a penetrating force, unite and form a

small organized body like one of the two

sexes, and no more than expansion is wanting

to render it a similar individual, and which it

afterwards receives in the womb of the fe.

male.

The second question, Whether the female

has really a seminal liquor similar to the male?

demands some discussion. I shall first observe,

as a certain matter, that ifsuch a fluid exists, the

manner in which the emission of the female is

made is not so apparent as by the male, being

in general retained within the body. The

ancients so little doubted of the female having

a seminal liquor, that it was by the different

mode of its emission that they distinguished the

male from the female. But physicians, who

have endeavoured to explain generation by the

egg, or by spermatic animalcules, insinuate

that females have no particular fluid, that we

have been deceived by taking the mucus for

the seminal, and that the supposition of the

ancients upon this subject was destitute of all

foundation.

*
Quod intra se semen jacit frmina vocatur; quod in hac

jacit, mas, Aristotle, art. 18 de .Animalibus.
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