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only sufficient to explain the phenomena of

generation, but are also founkx1 oil supposi

tions void of all prol-Pablifily.

Both stpposcan infinite pA()gression ; 'which,

as we have said, is hot so much a reasonable

supposition as an illusion of the mind. A sper

niatic worm is more than a thousand million

times smaller than a man; if,. therefore, 'we

suppose the body ofa man as an unit, the size

ofthe spermatic worm can o:ly be expressed by

the fiaction -; and as man is with

respect to the spermatic worm of the first

gone-ration,what this worm is to that ofthe second

generation, the size oCthe last spermatic worn-

cannot be expressed but by a number coinposed

of nineteen cyphers ; and so likewise the size

of the spermatic worm of the third generation

will require 8 cyphers; that of the fourth

generation 37; the fifTh 4(, and the sixth 55

cyphers. To form an idea of the minuteness.

represented by this fraci'n, let us take the

dimcisions of the sphere of the uiiverse from

S1 to Saturn, and supposing the sun a million

times larger than the earth, and about a thou,

std ..solar diameters distant from Saturn,. we

shall perceive that oily 45. cyphers arc re

quired to express the. number of cuic lines

" 4 cuitaincd
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