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156 BUFFON’S

out the smallest resemblance of life or motion.
I only relate this observation to shew that there
are times when the common phenomena are
not to be seen in the seminal liquor.

At times all the moving bodies appear to
have tails, especially in the semen of a man
and a dog ; the motion is then the lcast brisk,
and performed with difficulty. If this liquor
is suffered to dry, the tails or threads are de-
prived of motion the first ; the anterior ex!re-
mity continues to vibrate for some time, and
then all motion entirely ceases. These sub-
stances may be preserved in this state of dry-
ness for along time : if a small drop of water is
mixed therewith, their figure changes, they
are reduced into many globules, which some-
times appear to be in motion, as well by their
approximation to each other, as by the trepi-
dation and twirling round their cenires.

These moving bodies in the seminal liquor
of a man, dog, or bitch, so nearly resemble
each other, as to admit of mistaking one for
the other, especially if they are examined the
moment the liquor is drawn from the animal.
Those of the rabbit appear smaller and brisker ;
but these differences proceed more from the
different states in which theliquor is at the time
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