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NATURAL HISTORY. 168

But before I draw gencral conclusions from
the system I am establishing, [ must endeavour
to remove some objections which might be
made, and mention some other circumstances
which will serve to place this matterin a better
light.

It will be asked; why I deny thdse mioving
substances in the seminal liquors to be animals,
since they liave constantly been regarded as
such by Leeuwenhoek, and every other natu-
ralist, who has examined them? I may also be
told, that living organic particles are not per-
fectly intelligible, if they are to be looked upon
as animalcule ; and to suppose an animal is
composed of a number of small animals, is
nearly the same as saying that an organized
being is composed of living organic particles.
1 shall therefore endeavour to answer these ob-
jections in a satisfactory manner.

It is certain that almost all naturalists agree
in looking on the moving substanees in semi-
nal liquors as real animals; but it is noless cer-
tain, from my own observations, and those of
Mr. Needham, on the seed of the calmar, that
these moving substances are more simple and

Jess organized beings than animals.
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