http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

922 : RULFON'S

meals clearly demonstrate, that there are no
pre-cxisting geris, and at the same time prove
that the generation of animals and vegetables
is not cquivecal ; there arey perhaps, as many
Leings, cither living or vegetating, which are
produced by the fortnitous assemblage of or-
sanicmolecules, asby a constant and successive
eencration. 1tis to theseproductionsweshouid
anply the axiom of the ancients, ¢ Corruptio
unius, ceneratio alterius.” The corruption and
composition of animals and vegetables pro-
duce an infinite number of organized bodics ;
some, as those of the calmar, form only kinds
of machines, which, zlthough very simpie, are
exceedingly active 5 others, as the spermatic
animalcules, seem by their mrotion, to imilate
animals ; others iaitate vegetables by their
meanner of growing or extending ; there are
others, as those of blighted corn, which may he

.....

as v.e please ; there are still others, even in
great quantities, whiclh are at first kinds of ve-
setabics, afterwards become species of ani-
mals, then return again to vegetables, and so
on alternately. There is.a great appcarance,
ihat the more vee shall observe this race of or-.
ganized beings, {he more we shall discover

varieties,
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