
N\TruAL 1!TTOIIY. 267

we observe tile e'xpansion of a young leaf,

ha1l perceive 't bat it is folded on'both sides the

principal vein, and that its figure (foes not re

SCflI1)lC at fliat'tirne what it af(cnvards assumes.

When we amuse mrselyes by f0l(1ifli paper
o fin-ni crowns, boats, &c. the diffi-rent folds

0fd paperseenn ti-) have no resembfi-mcb to tilehe

form which must result by the unfolding ; we

only see that these folds arc always made in an

uniform order,arid exactly the same on one side

as that we have made on the other.; but it

would he a probleni J)eyoiid known gro in et ry,

to determine the figures which may result from

all the unfold ings ofa Certain given number o{

folds. All what immediately relacs to the

position, is beyond our rnatheinat ical sciences.

This art, wIiLcli Leibnifz Calls JhI(IIjJs?s Situs,

is not yet found out ; though the art, which

would shew us tir connections that result froili

tile




position of things, would pcrhlaf)s be more

useful than that which has ouy bulk for its

object, for we have ofica more need to know

tile form than the matter.

In the unfo'd i ng of Nature's productions,

not only the folded parts take new psitions,

Nit they acquire, at bite same time, extent and

Solidity. Siice:we cannot blnrcforc deter-

4' M in 2 ruins
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