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NATURAL HISTORY. 333

ail the works of nature there are imperceptible
gradations maintained. 'This truth, which in
1o other instance admits of exception, is here
expressly contradicted. Between the faculties
of man and those of the most perfect animat
the distance is infinite ; an evident proof that
man: is of a different nature from the brute
species, and that of himself he forms a distinct
class, between which and that of animals thére
is an immense chasm. " If man belonged to the
elass of animals, there would be a certain num-
ber of beings in nature less perfect than man,
and more perfect than beast, in order to coms
plete the gradation from ‘a2 man to the mon-
key. But this is not the case; the transition is

immediate from the thinking being to the ma-

terial being ; from intellectual faculties to me-

chanical powers; from erder and design to

blind motion ; from reflection and choice to

sensual appetite.

Enoungh has been here advanced to demon-
strate the excellence of our nature, and of_the
immense distance which the bounty of the Cre-
ator has'placed between -man and the brute,

"The former is a rational being, the latter a be-

ine deveid of reason. And as there 1s no mee
te]

dium between the positive and the negative,
between
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