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meconium ; a proof thit the bile and other
bitter humours of the body begin to intermix
with it. This fact tends to support our former
remark, that the feetus did not receive any
food by its mouth, but received all its nourish-
ment by absorption.

The infant is allowed time to throw off the
stime and meconium, which are in its bowels
and intestinee, beforc it is allowed to suck. As
these substances might sour the milk, and pro-
duce bad effects, it is first made to swallow a
little wine and sugar, in order to fortify the sto-
mach, and to procure such evacuations as may
be necessary to prepare it for receiving and di-
gesting its food; nor ought it to receive the
breast till 10 or 12 hours after the birth.

[Hardly has the infant left the womb of its
mother, and enjoyed the liberty of extending
1ts limbs, when itis again put into a more cruel
confinement. 'The head of the helpless infant
1s fixed to one position ; its arms and legs put
in strict bondage, and it is laced with bandages
so strait as not to be able to move a single
joint. Well is it when the compression is not
so great as to obstruct the respiration, or that
the midwife has taken the precaution to lay it
upon its side, that the natural moisture may
emit of itself from the mouth, since it is

denied



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


