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arc not extinct in less than seven or eight
years. By these experiments it is also shewn,
that at the age of five, six, orseven years, the
life of a child is more certain than at any other
age, and that an equal bet may be laid for
42 years more, whereas in proportion as a
child lives beyond five, six, or seven years, the
probable number of years it will live decreases.
At twelve years, for instance, the equal chance
is only for 89 years; at 20, for 33%; at 30,
for 20; and thus forward, till the age of 85,
when there is an equal chance of living three
years longer.*

There is one thing very remarkable in the
growth of the human body. The feetusin the
womb continues to increase more and more in
equal periods, till the birth. The infant, on
the contrary, increases less and less, that is in
the same period of time, till the age of puberty,
towhich it seems to bound, asit were, at onces
The feetus, for example, is an inch long in the
first month, two inches and a quarter in the
second ; three inches and a halfin the third;
five inches and upwards in the fourth; six

inches

* In the course of this volume we shall present our readers
with a table, at large, of the different probabilitienof humaa.
life.
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