
NATIJILAL HISTORY.

to make privation a virtue, and mutilation a

merit.

Infibulalion is performed upon boys by

drawing the prepuce forward, making an in

cision, and putting a coarse thread through it.,

till the cicatrice is healed ; and then, in the

room of that, is substituted a kind of zing,

which remains as long as the lerson pleases

who gave orders for the operation, and some

times for life. r.ill Orien(al rnoflks, who

have made a vow of chastity, wear rings of a

large Size, iii order that they may be coinpe led

to observe this vow iwio1ate. WTc.shiaIl here

after speak on the infibulation of girls ; on

this head nothing can be supposed too fantas

tic or absurd, which men, borne away by pas

sion, or lmrnerse(1 in superstition, have scru

pled to put in practice.

Though in infancy there is sometimes but

one testicle in the scrotum, and sometimes nut

any, yet we must not suppose in ci.licr case

that this is a real dthct. It often happens,

that the testicles are retained in the abdomen,

from whence they at len th extuicae them

selves, and descend to the natural I)lICe. This

generally happens at the age of eghit or ten

year, tIiotig'hi SOmehITICS not. till that of pu-

E 2 beriv.
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