
30 .UFF0N'S

from this mode of castratoii the life is not, ex-

posed to the smallest danger.

The amputation of the testicles is not very

hazardous ; it may be performed at aiiy age, yet

that of infancy is esteemed I lie most favourable.

The amputation of the whole external parts

of generaliou, however, is more olteit mortal

4han OtliCFW 1:SC especially if pe1otiieI after the

age of fifteen ; and even at the niot favourable

age, which is from seven to ten, it is still a.t

tended with danger. The difficulty of

serving them renders the eunuchs of this

species by far the most VaILuWIC. r1avel.nir

says, that iii Turkey and Persia they cost five

or six limes more than any others. Cliarditi

observes, that the entire amputation is always

accompanied with the most agoiiizimr pain

that it is performed with tolerable safety on

children, but with great danger after the age

I fifteen ; that more than a fourth fall victims

to it ; and that. it takes at least six weeks to heal

the Wound. Pictro delIa Yalle, on the other

hand, asserts that those who undergo this ope
)tion in Persia, as a punishment for rapes, or

other crimes of that nature, recover from it

wih ease, CVCI1 when they are advanced ii

years.
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