
NATURAL HISTORY.

much attention could not be paid to its effects,

But this is not a place to enlarge on a subject

of so much importance. I shall only observe,

that this correspondence between the voice and

the organs of generation is discovered not only

in eunuchs but in other men, and even in wo

men. In men, the voice changes at the age of

puberty; and in women, a strong voice is sus

pected to indicate a superior propensity to love.

The first sign of puberty is a kind of stiff

ness in the groin, which becomes more sen

sible in walking, or in bending the body for.

ward. This stiffness is frequently accom

panied with pungent pains in the joints, and

also with a new sensation in the parts which

characterize the sexes. The voice is, for some

time, harsh and unequal, and afterwards it be

comes more full, strong, and articulate. This

change is very perceptible in boys, but less s

in girls, because the sound of their voices is

naturally more acute.

These signs of puberty are common to both

the sexes, but there are others peculiar to each;

as in females, the menstrual discharge and the

expansion of the breasts ; and in males, the

beard, and power of generating. These signs,

it is true, are not alike certain. The beard,
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