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which mankind take a. pleasure in. believing,

however nngatorv and U nreasonahh they may

be, they 'will a1wys believe ; yet, as it is the

provInCe of historv to relate not only the ac

cession of events, and the circumstances of

1icts, but also flit on in otprcdomiiiant opi.

ions and crrors. I think it my indispensable

d utv, in the II Istory of Man, to examine this

1avonne idol to which he sacrifices ; to con,.

sider what The reasons are by ii-hich. lie, i.,.;

prom pled to iav I hUt '104or'Ition, (111)(I to enquire

whether virginity, a lie ufl(1erSafld8 it, is a

or merely a tahnloiis divinity.

F'lIopius, %esalus,isartholin,Iiezs!er,fl..uvsch

and man other a natoni Pretend, that the

membrane of the hymen is a substance which

acthaUy exists, and w hich ought to be rium

bered arnon' the parts of general ion peculiar

to women. 'fliciy maintain further, that this

membrane is fleshy, very thin in childrun, but

iore thick in grown girls ; that it is situated

iin(lcr the orifice of the urethra, and that it

partly closes the passage of the i'aina ; that

there is a hole pierced through it, sometimes

T011 11d) somet InieS long, so small that a pea caii

ardJy he passed through in infancy, or a heart

at puberty. The hymen, according to W;11.
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