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the power, or the courage of the wearer. The

value of shining stones is entirely founded

upon their scarceness or their brilliancy. It

is the same with respect to shining metals, of

which the weight is so little regarded when

spread over our cloatlis. These ornaments

are designed to draw the attention of others,

and to excite the idea of wealth and grandeur;

and few there are who, undazzled by the

glitter of an outside, can coolly distinguish

between the metal and the man.

All things rare and brilliant will, therefore,

continue to be fashionable, while mcii derive

greater advantage from riches than virtue, and

while the means of appearing considerable are

more easily acquired than the title to merit.

The first impression we make on strangers.

arises from our dress; and this varies in con.

forrnity to the character we are ambitions t

obtain. The modest man, or he who would

wish to be thought so, endeavours to shew the

simplicity of his mind by the plainness of his

dress; the vain man, on the contrary, takes a

1esure in displaying his superiority in finery

and cdurnal ap pearaiice.

Another obrct of dress is, to enCreaSC the

c c-f our figure, and o take up more room

in
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