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in the world than Nature seems to have allotted

us. We desire to enlarge our dimensions by

swelling out our cloaths and raising our heels;

but how bulky soever our dress maybe, bur va

nitics still exceed them. The largeness ofthe

doctor's wig arises from the same pride as the

smallness of the beau's queue. Both want to

have the size-of their understanding measured

by the external dimensions oftheir heads.

There are some fashions thatseem to have a

more reasonable origin, which is to hide or to

lessen the defects of Nature. To take men

altogether, there are many more ordinary faces

and deformed bodies, than beautiful counte

itances and handsome figures. The former,

as being the most numerous, give laws to

fashion, and their laws are generally such as

are made in their favour. Women begin to

colour their cheeks with red when the natural

roses are faded, and. the younger are obliged

to follow the example, though not, compelled

by the same ecessi(y. In all parts of the

world lb is custom prevails more or less, and

powdering and frizzing the hair, though not

so general, seems to have arisen from a similar

desire of displaying-the features to must advan

U)
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