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must be acknowledged, therefore, that the

divination of physiognomists is without foun,

dation, and that nothing can be more chime.

rical than their pretended observations,

CHAPTER V.

0? OLD AGE AND DEATH,

EVERY object in Nature has its irnprovee

ment and its decay. No sooner does the

human form arrive at its limited perfection,

than it begins to decline. The alteration is at

first insensible, and even several years elapse

before it becomes perceptible. Yet we ought

to-feel the weight of our years better than other

people can estimate the number of them; and,

as those art arc1y deceived who judge of our

age from external appearances, we would be

still less so, as to the internal effect, if we did

but observe ourselves more, and flatter our

øelyesless with false and idle hopes.
When
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