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nies seem so attend the afllicted, the spectators
are rather territicd than the patients torment-
ed ; who, having recovered, after the most
violent convulsions, possess not the smallest
idea of what had passed, -or even what they
had suftered. | |

The greatest number of mankind die, there-
fore, without fecling the fatal stroke; and of
the few who retain their senses to the last,
therc is hardly ore, perhaps, who does not en-
tertain the hope of recovery. Nature, for the
happiness of man, has rendered this principle
more powerful than reason. A persondying of
adisorderwhich he already knows to be incura-
ble, by repeated instances in others, and isnow
assured that it is so by the tears of his friends,
and by the countenance: or departure of the
physician, is still buoyed up with the idea of
sretting over it ; the opinion of others he consi-
ders as a groundless alarm ; the hour of disso.
lution comes ; and while every thing else 1s, as
it were dead, hope is still alive and vigorous.

A sick man will say that he fecls himself
dying ; that he is convinced he cannot recover’;
but if any person, from zeal, or indiscreiion,
shall tell him that his end is actually at hand,
his countenance instantly changcé, and betrays
. all




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


