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NATURAL HISTORY. 175

reflect those small particles. "The ear is not
placed so exteriorly as the eye, and in which
there not being so great an expansion of nerves,
will not be possessed of the like degree of sen-
sibility, nor will it be affected by particles
more gross, as those which form sounds, and
will give us sensations of such distani objects
as can put those particles in motion.  As they
are much grosser than those of light, and have
less quickness, they cannot extend themselves
so far; and consequently the ear will not give
us sensations of objects so distant as ilose
which the eye communicates. The membrane,
which is the seat of smell, being still less fur-
nished with nerves than the car, it will only
give us sensations of particles of matter which
are more gross and less remote, such as the
odour from bodies, which may be said to be the
essential oils which exhale and float in the air,
as light bedies swim upon the water. As the
nerves are also in less quantity, and morc
divided over the tongue, and palate, and the
odoriferous parts are not strong enough to at-
them, the oily or saline parts must detach
themselves from other bodies, and lodge upon
the tongue to produce the sensation of taste.
This sense differs materially from that of smel-

hing,
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