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have any relation with the first. The particles

which compose light being collected in great

quantities, affect not only the eyes but also the

nervous parts ofthe skin, and produce the sen

sation of heat, which is a sentiment, dif

ferent from the first, though originating from

the same cause. Heat, then, is a sensation

arising from a contact with light, which acts as

a solid body, or as a mass of matter in motion.

The action of light, like other matters in mo

(ion, is evident when we expose light bodies to

the locus of a burning glass ; the action of the

light communicates before even it heats them,

a motion by which they are disturbed and dis

p1tcccl. Heat, then, acts as solid bodies act

upon each other, since it is capable ofdisplac

ing light matters, and communicating to them

a movement of impulsion.

The like happens when the sonorous par
ticles are collected hi great quantities; they

produce sensible agitation, which is very dit

ferent from the action of sound upon the ear.

Any violent explosion, as a loud clap ot"

Thunder, shakes us, and communicates a kind

of trembling, to all the neighbouring bodies.

Sound then also acts as a solid body, for it is

iiot the agitation of the air which causes this
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