
214

their bodies, and even the face, they fiav

much hair; they live like savages, and heir

food consists of the oily parts of whales and

other fishes. They are to the last degree in

dolent and slovenly; their children go almost

naked; nor have their women devised any ex

ternal ornament beyond that of painting their

eye-brows and lips of a blue colour. The sole

occupation and pleasure of the men are hunt

ing and fishing; and though they have some

customs similar to the Japanese, as that of

quavering when they sing, yet in general they

bear a much more striking resemblance to the

northern Tartars, or to the Sarnoiedes, than to

the Japanese.

In examining nations adjacent to China, on

the south and west, we find that the Cochin

Chinese, who inhabit a mountainous region to

the southward of China, are more tawny and

more ugly than the Chinese; and that the Ton-'

quinese, whose country is more fertile, and

whose climate is more mild, are in every

re-spectproportionally more handsome.

According to Dampier, the Tonquinese are

ofa middling height; and though their com-

plexion is tawny, their skin is so delicate and

smooth, that the smallest change is perceptible

in
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