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Both, generally speaking, are of an olive co

lour, and the more we remove from Cairo the

more tawny we find the natives, till we come

to the confines of Nubia, where they are

nearly as black as the Nubians themselves.

The greatest defects of the Egyptians are,

idleness and cowardice. They do nothing the

-whole day but drink coffee, smoke tobacco,

sleep, or chatter in the streets. They are ex

tremely ignorant, yet are full of the most ri

diculous vanity. Though they cannot deny

they have lost that nobleness they once posses

sed, their skill in sciences and in arms, their

history, and even their language; arid that

from an illustrious nation they have degene

rated into a people dastardly and enslaved,

they yet scruple not to despise all other na

tions, and to take offence at advising them to

send their children to Europe, to acquire a

knowledge of the arts and sciences.

Of a distinct origin are the numerous na

tives that inhabit the coasts of the Mediterra

nean, between Egypt and the western ocean,

as well as the extensive territories from Bar

bary to Mount Atlas. The Arabs, Vandals,

Spaniards, and, more anciently, the Romans

and the Egyptians, peopled these regions with
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