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tall and well-shaped; their waist is exceedingly

delicate, and their faces are truly charming.

The men are also very handsome; and, from

their natural ingenuity, were it not counter

acted by a wretched education, which renders

them ignorant and vicious, they might success

fully cultivate the arts and sciences. In no

country whatever, perhaps, are libertinism and

drunkenness carried to so great a pitch as in

Georgia. Chardin says, that even the clergy

are exceedingly addicted to wine; that, in the

character of slaves, they retain a number of

concubines, and that at this custom, as being

general and even authorised, no person takes

offence. He adds, that the prefect of the Ca

puchins assured him, that the Patriarch of

-Georgia publicly declares, that he who, at the

grand festivals, as those of Easter and Clirist

mas, does not get drunk, is unworthy to be cal

led a Christian, and ought to be excommuni

cated. With all their vices the Georgians are

a civil and humane people, little subject to

passion, but irreconcileable enemies when pro..
yoked, and have conceived an antipathy.
" The women of Circassia," says Struys,
are also exceedingly fair and beautiful. Their

complexion has the finest tints, their forehead

voi4. 1 v. L 1 is


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


