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former possess any advantage, it ivould consist

in the superior strength, or rather hardiness of

the body. It mightlikcwisehappen that among
the savage people there would be fewer in

stances of lameness or bodily deformities ; for

in a civilized state, where one individual con

tributes to the support of another, where the

strong has no power over the weak, where the

qualities of the body are less esteemed than

those of the mind, men thus defective live and

even multiply; but among a savage people, as

each individual subsists and defends himself

merely by his corporal strength and address,

those who are unhappily born weak and de

fective, or who become sick or disabled, soon

cease to form a part of their number.

We must then admit of three causes as

jointly productive of the varieties which we

have remarked in the different nations of the

earth. First, the influence of the climate;

secondly, the food; and thirdly, the manners;

the two last having great dependence on the

former. But before we lay down the reasons

on which this opinion is founded, it is neccs-,

sary to describe the people of Africa and Ame

rica in the same manner as we have those of

Europe and Asia. -
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