
306 I3UFFON S

Arabians, they resemble them in colour, though
indeed more tawny than those of the southern

parts. This even proves, that, in the same

race of men, the greater or less degree of black

depends on the heat of the climate. Many

ages might perhaps elapse, before a white race

would become altogether black; but there is a

probability that, in time, a white people, trans

ported from the north to the equator, would

experience that change, especially if they were

to change their manners, and to feed solely on

the productions of the warm climate.

Oflittle weight is the objection which may be

made to this opinion, from the difference ofthe

features, for in the features of a negro, which

havenot been disfigured in his infancy, and the

features of an European, there is less difference

than between those of a Tartar and a Chinese,

or of a Circassian and a Greek. As for the

hair, its nature depends so greatly on that of

the skin, that any differences which it produces

ought to be considered as accidental, since we

find in the same country, and in the same town,

men whose hair is entirely different from one

another. In France, for instance, we meet

with men whose hair is as short and frizly

as that of a negro.; besides, so powerful is the

influence
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