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rised to consider it then, from the scantiness

of its inhabitants, as a land either deserted,

or so recently peopled, that its inhabitants had

not had time for a considerable multiplication.

M. Fabry, who travelled a prodigious way to

the north-west of the Mississippi, and visited

places where no European had been, and where

consequently the savage inhabitants could not

have been destroyed by them, says that lie often

travelled O0 leagues without observing a

sinIe human face, or the smallest vestige of a

habitation; that whenever he did meet with

any habitations, they were always at immense

distances from each other, and then never above

0 persons together. Along the lakes, and the

rivers, it is true, the savages are more popu

lous, some sufficiently so as to molest occasion

ally the inhabitants of our colonies. The most

considerable of these, nevertheless, do not ex

ceed 3 or 4000 persons, and are dispersed over

a space of ground frequently more extensive

than the kingdom of France. I am fully per

suaded there are more men in the city of Paris,

than there are savages in north America, from

the guiph of Mexico to the furthest extremity

north, an extent of ground larger than all

Europe.
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