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NATURAL HISTORY. 45

zera the power of reflection, which alone can
form ideas is almost totally inactive ; and be-
cause in the moments it docs act, its compa-
risons arconly superficial. In manhood reason
is completely developed, because the power of
reflection is in full exercise; we then derive
from our sensations every possible advantage,
and form many orders of ideas, and chains of
thought, whereof each, from being often re-
yvolved, forins so durable and indelible an im-
pression, that when old age comes on, those
very ideas present themseclves with more force
than those derived from present sensations, be-
causeatthat period thesensationsare feeble,slow
and dull,and the mind itself partakesof the lan-
guor of the body. In infancy, the time present
is every thing ; in manhood, we equally enjoy
the past, the present and the future ; in old age
we have little sense of the present, we turn our
eyes to the future, and exist in the past. In
the infant that prattles, and the old man that
doats, reason is alike imperfect, because they
are alike void of ideas ; the formeris as yet un-
able to form them, and the latter has ceased.
An ideot, whose corporeal senses and organs
appear to be sound, has, like us, sensations of

all kinds; he will also have them in the same
’ order,
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